Session Three: 

Revelation as Experience: Martin Buber, Franz Rosenzweig, and Abraham Joshua Heschel
1. The Eastern European backdrop to German Jewish Thought

Eliezer Liebermann (1818) an advocate of Jewish reform: 
“They utter their prayers in an intelligible and lucid manner. They have chosen for an advocate between them and their Father in heaven an upright man, a rabbi eminent in Torah and wisdom and an accomplished orator….All join together with him to praise and glorify in a pleasant and becoming fashion, verse by verse and word by word. No one speaks nor are any words exchanged: the irreverent voices of frivolous conversation are not heard.”

2. The German Jewish Renaissance

a. Franz Kafka

b. Martin Buber 

i. I-Thou and I-It relations

ii. Hasidism: “The Baal Shem [the founder of Hasidism in the eighteenth century] teaches that no encounter with a being or a thing in the course of our life lacks a hidden significance…. If we neglect this spiritual substance sent across our path, if we think only in terms of momentary purposes, without developing a genuine relationship to the beings and things in whose life we ought to take part, as they in ours, then we shall ourselves be debarred from true, fulfilled existence.”
ii.   Law: “The Ten Commandments are not part of an impersonal codex governing an association of men. They are uttered by an I and addressed to a Thou. They begin with the I and every one of them addresses the Thou in person. An I “commands” and a Thou—every Thou who hears this Thou—“is commanded.”... The word does not enforce its own hearing. Whoever does not wish to respond to the Thou addressed to him can apparently go about his business unimpeded. The He who speaks the word has power,...[but] He has renounced this power of His sufficiently to let every individual actually decide for himself whether he wants to open or close his ears to the voice, and that means whether he wants to choose or reject the I of “I am.”

3. Abraham Joshua Heschel
